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were Republicans and they were required to
re-register before incorporation approval would
be given by the state’s Democrat leaders. All
77 agreed to re-register as Independents and
incorporation of Lighthouse Point was ap-
proved.

In 1956, approximately 150 people resided
in the newly incorporated area. Most of these
residents had grown up in other parts of the
country during the 1920’s and 1930’s and
many had served in WWII. What had originally
been farm land was now a network of canals
and residential lots providing residents with
waterfront living and easy access to the Intra-
coastal Waterway and the ocean beyond. It
was an idyllic place to make a new life for
yourself and your family. In 1956, Dwight Ei-
senhower was elected President and Leroy
Collins was elected Governor of Florida, both
for second terms, a first class postage stamp
was three cents and Elvis Presley’s “Don’t Be
Cruel” was the number one record.

Today, Lighthouse Point is a thriving com-
munity of approximately 10,767 residents. It
has moved from services provided by volun-
teers to a full service city with its own police,
fire, and public works departments. Although it
has grown dramatically, as has all of South
Florida, it has retained its feeling of a small
town community. Eighteen miles of canals,
parks and numerous recreational activities and
special annual events such as Keeper Days
and Lighthouse “A” Glow all contribute to the
hometown feel of Lighthouse Point. It con-
tinues to maintain its heritage and its standard
of striving to be the best place to live and
raise a family.

Mr. Speaker, Lighthouse Point is a jewel in
the landscape of South Florida. | am honored
to represent the city and her residents in the
U.S. House of Representatives. | am also
pleased to take this opportunity to recognize
and congratulate Lighthouse Point on the oc-
casion of its 50th Anniversary.

——

INTRODUCTION OF THE SAFE COM-
MISSION (SECURING AMERICA’S
FUTURE ECONOMY)

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, few are willing to
admit—much less discuss—the looming finan-
cial crisis facing our country.

However, the longer we put off fixing the
problem, the worse the medicine will be and
the greater the number of Americans who will
be hurt. We need to begin this conversation
with the American people today.

That is why | am introducing legislation to
establish a national commission that will put
everything—entitlement benefits and all other
federal programs as well as our tax policies—
on the table and require Congress to vote up
or down on its recommendations in their en-
tirety, similar to the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission (BRAC) first created by
former Rep. Dick Armey in 1988.

This commission would be called the SAFE
Commission, to secure America’s future econ-
omy.

Many will say the problem is too big to be
fixed. Some will view the proposal as too
risky, particularly in an election year. Others
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will say it is an abdication of congressional re-
sponsibility.

My response to such comments is that the
problem is so great we can no longer look for
excuses not to act. Nothing, | believe, is too
big to undertake.

Abraham Lincoln, one of our Nation’s great-
est presidents, once said, “You cannot escape
the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it
today.”

Yet that is precisely what we have been
doing—avoiding our responsibility to future
generations of Americans by passing on a
broken system in the form of unfunded Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid obligations.
And it's been both sides of the aisle and in
both Republican and Democrat administra-
tions.

The growing gap between money that has
been promised to future generations in various
entitlement programs and that which is avail-
able to pay these promised benefits is stag-
gering.

To meet the government’s current unfunded
promises for future spending, every Amer-
ican—including multimillionaires like Bill Gates
and Warren Buffett—would have to hand over
90 percent of their personal net worth in to-
day’s dollars. This is unacceptable.

| deeply believe there is a moral component
that goes to the heart of who we are as Amer-
icans. By that | mean, | wonder if we have lost
the national will to make tough decisions that
may require sacrifice? Moreover, have we lost
the political courage to reject the partisan and
special interest demands and do what is best
for our country?

If we remember the legacy we have inher-
ited, the debt we owe to previous genera-
tions—our grandparents and our parents and
the sacrifices they made to make our country
what it is today—we all will be moved to do
our duty.

The SAFE commission should be embraced
by both sides of the aisle. | am open to sug-
gestions about the legislation from members
of both parties. This is a national issue; not a
Republican issue or a Democrat issue.

A month ago | took a trip to Antietam Na-
tional Battlefield. As | walked along “Bloody
Lane,” the site of one of the most vicious bat-
tles of the Civil War, | was struck by how
many individuals made the ultimate sacrifice.

September 18, 1862 was the bloodiest sin-
gle day in American history. There were more
than 23,000 casualties, nine times as many
Americans killed or wounded than in World
War I's D-Day on June 6, 1944. More sol-
diers were killed and wounded at the Battle of
Antietam than the deaths of all Americans in
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the
Mexican War and Spanish-American War
combined.

| also recently visited the site of George
Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River
in anticipation of the Battle of Trenton. Wash-
ington was down to only 3,000 soldiers and
the war was almost lost. Yet, with great cour-
age—and sacrifice—Washington and his
forces were successful in changing the direc-
tion of the American Revolution.

And with Memorial Day’s recent passing, |
think of the tremendous sacrifice being made
by the thousands of men and women serving
today not only in Iraq and Afghanistan, but
around the globe. Their families here at home
are also making great sacrifices.

These examples of sacrifice for country are
what led me to ask just what are we passing
on to those who are coming after us?
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In two short years, the baby boom genera-
tion will begin trickling into retirement. Five
years later, that trickle will become a flood that
within five more years will become a tsunami
that will begin to wreak havoc on our Social
Security and Medicare systems.

As we tragically learned the lesson of
Katrina in New Orleans, the best time to deal
with a damaged flood wall is before the rains
begin. Make no mistake; the levies that are
our country’s entitlement systems can only be
plugged for so long. Without major repair and
a long-term fix, we are facing a financial dis-
aster like never before.

There is near unanimous agreement by all
who have looked at this issue: Social Security
and Medicare are amassing huge deficits and
are ill-prepared for the coming flood of new
baby boom retirees.

When our retirement security programs like
Social Security and Medicare were estab-
lished, the ratio of workers supporting each re-
tiree was more than 10 times the number sup-
porting retirees today. In 1945, there were 42
workers for each retiree. Last year, the ratio
dropped to 3 workers for each retiree and is
expected to drop to just 2 workers for each re-
tiree by 2030.

The 2006 Social Security Trustees Report
paints a grim picture with projections that the
Social Security Trust Funds will begin running
cash flow deficits in 2017 and be exhausted in
2040—one year sooner than last year's pro-
jection. That means that by the year 2040, the
projected federal income will only be sufficient
to pay 74 percent of scheduled benefits.

Perhaps even more troubling than the So-
cial Security projections are those for Medi-
care.

By 2010, the trust fund expenditures are
projected to exceed annual income from all
sources and the reserves will be depleted by
2018, 12 short years from now. According to
the trustees, “Medicare’s financial outlook has
deteriorated dramatically over the past five
years and is now much worse than Social Se-
curity’s.”

As a father of five and grandfather of 11—
soon to be 12—the challenge posed by the
pending retirement of baby boomers strikes
me as much more than a routine policy dis-
cussion.

Without action, just what kind of future are
we leaving to our children and grandchildren?

My youngest grandchild is just two months
old. By the time she is 15 years old, 29 cents
out of every dollar paid in income taxes will be
required to cover the needs of Social Security
and Medicare to pay for my retirement. That's
not including payroll taxes of almost 15 per-
cent.

By the time she completes her under-
graduate degree, more than 45 cents out of
every dollar of income taxes then will be need-
ed to cover the shortfall of Social Security and
Medicare, rising to 62 cents out of every dollar
if she decides to get her doctorate 10 years
later. Again, this is on top of payroll taxes.

Sadly, before she retires—and looks into the
eyes of her own grandchildren—retired baby
boomers will be consuming 88 percent of
every income tax dollar. With the baby
boomers consuming so much, there will be lit-
tle money left to meet the needs and chal-
lenges of her generation. Not only is this un-
acceptable, it raises serious moral questions.
Is it right for one generation to live very well
knowing that its debts will be left to be paid for
by their children and grandchildren?
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Before he left the Federal Reserve, Alan
Greenspan gave a speech in Jackson Hole,
Wyoming, where he echoed the significance of
the coming baby boom retirement on our
budget and economy. In stark language, he
noted that because of lower fertility rates and
longer life expectancies, we are faced with
dramatic elderly dependency ratios that will
pose “substantial challenges to Social Secu-
rity,” which he noted is already in ‘“chronic
deficit.”

This coming crisis demands our immediate
attention. While there is never a convenient
time to make hard decisions, the longer we
wait, the more dramatic the required remedy
will be.

According to the Government Accountability
Office (GAO), balancing the budget in 2040
necessitates one of two alternatives: cutting
total federal spending by 60 percent or raising
federal taxes by two and half times today’s
level.

Either of these options would devastate our
economy. But if we can summon the resolve
to begin these difficult conversations now—
and make some hard choices on the front
end—we can change our current course.

Basic economics underscore the dangers in-
herent in our current national trends. America
is living on borrowed dollars and borrowed
time. U.S. spending is outpacing income
growth and personal savings rates have
dropped to negative 1.3 percent in the first
quarter, meaning that U.S. consumers are
spending more than 100 percent of their
monthly after-tax income. In spite of this, our
economy has remained strong, in large part
because other countries have been willing to
buy our debt. In fact, we have benefitted
greatly from low long-term interest rates that
have been kept low largely because of contin-
ued foreign purchases of our national debt. As
our fiscal deficit grows, we can finance it in
one of three ways: through foreign-held debt,
through reduced domestic spending, or by
selling U.S. goods abroad. In 2004, foreigners
bought $900 billion of U.S. long-term bonds. |
am told that we now need more than $2.6 bil-
lion a day of capital inflows to fund our sav-
ings shortfall.

As our fiscal deficit balloons, our current ac-
count deficit is projected to hit historically un-
precedented highs, and our country’s net in-
vestment position abroad is eroding rapidly.

While the Asian Central Banks and
petrodollar countries like those in the Middle
East have no doubt contributed to our coun-
try’s growth (the housing boom and the ability
of U.S. consumers to spend), the purchase of
U.S. securities by foreigners has, at the same
time, enabled us to live way beyond our
means.

This makes our country—and our children
and grandchildren—much more vulnerable in
the future. Will a geopolitical dispute with a
major oil exporter cause it to stop funding our
deficit, resulting in a sharp drop in the dollar,
a spike in interest rates and a market melt-
down?

If foreigners lose faith in the U.S. and our
ability to put our own fiscal house in order,
their investment decisions could send shock
waves through our financial markets and even
result in a collapse of U.S. real estate prices.

Our children and grandchildren deserve a
future that will allow them to respond to the
challenges of their generation.
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Who could have predicted, even 10 years
ago, that today our Nation would be engaged
in a global war on terror.

Each generation faces its own international
threats, and we have an obligation to ensure
that future generations have the flexibility to
respond to the challenges of their time.

In addition to international considerations
there are domestic factors. Getting our finan-
cial house in order will allow us to prioritize
spending in areas such as cutting edge med-
ical research for cancer, Alzheimer's and au-
tism, and for education, particularly in mathe-
matics and science, which are critically impor-
tant to America’s remaining the world’s leader
in innovation and technology.

It is with the hope of building consensus on
this very difficult issue that | am introducing
legislation to establish a bipartisan commis-
sion charged with evaluating the scope of our
fiscal problem and recommending tangible so-
lutions. One of the most critical responsibilities
of this panel will be explaining the crisis we
face and listening to the American people
about how to get the country back on sound
financial footing. It will also develop a strategic
plan for the future. It will look beyond the Belt-
way for solutions, holding at least 12 town
meetings—one in each of the Nation’s Federal
Reserve districts—over the span of six months
in order to hear directly from the American
people.

The SAFE commission will be comprised of
15 voting members, three of which will be ap-
pointed by the president, three by the Senate
Majority Leader, three by the Senate Minority
Leader, three by the Speaker of the House,
and three by the House Minority Leader. The
director of the Congressional Budget Office
and the Comptroller General of the United
States will be appointed as non-voting ex-offi-
cio members of the commission to lend their
expertise. The president will have the ability to
appoint the chair from among the 15 voting
members.

To be successful, | believe the commission
must include men and women who are more
committed to their country than they are to
their political party and committed to working
in a bipartisan manner. Names such as former
U.S. Treasury secretaries James Baker and
Robert Rubin, former Federal Reserve Chair-
men Alan Greenspan and Paul Volker, former
Senators Phil Gramm and Bob Kerrey and
former Congressmen John Kasich and Charlie
Stenholm come to mind. Leading economists
from both the public and private sectors must
also be included on the panel. Bipartisanship
is critical to the commission’s success.

| have heard criticism that such weighty de-
cisions on the Nation’s financial future are the
responsibility of Congress. Because of the
ever-increasing politically charged atmosphere
that has come to characterize dealings in our
capital city, | fear that partisan rather than na-
tional interest has become the order of the
day. Congress is paralyzed. Our political sys-
tem is polarized. Many now only think about
“red” or “blue” ideology, which has led to pa-
ralysis and disregard of the common good.
The American people deserve an honest as-
sessment about the federal government’s fu-
ture saving’s account and checkbook—a dis-
cussion driven not by politics, but by states-
manship and one which elevates the Nation’s
sights.

Working together to find common ground,
this group will comprehensively review entitle-
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ment benefits, patterns in savings and insur-
ance for retirement, tax policies and the long-
term implications of increasing foreign owner-
ship of the U.S. Treasury.

Everything must be on the table. As a fiscal
conservative, | believe that the economy
grows when people keep more of their hard-
earned money, and my voting record reflects
this belief. But given the enormity of the chal-
lenge, the commission needs to be able to
look at every component of our fiscal policy to
fairly assess where we stand and how we can
best move toward a sound fiscal future. In
looking at revenues, | believe any changes in
the tax code must help simplify the system
and stimulate increased economic growth and
thereby tax revenue. The late William Simon,
who served as Treasury secretary under presi-
dents Nixon and Ford, believed “the United
States should have a tax system, which looks
like someone designed it on purpose.”

The IRS estimates Americans spend 6.6 bil-
lion hours per year filling out tax forms—in-
cluding 1.6 billion hours on the 1040 form
alone and nearly $200 billion on tax compli-
ance. That amounts to 20 cents of compliance
cost for every dollar collected by the tax sys-
tem.

Shouldn’t we have a system that people un-
derstand? One that encourages faster growth
in business formation, jobs, family income and
tax revenue? A simplified tax code also could
help increase the personal savings rate, which
went negative for the first time since the Great
Depression earlier this year.

After spending six months conducting town
meetings around the country to determine the
scope of the problem and consider solutions,
the commission will present to Congress a re-
port describing the long-term fiscal problems,
public suggestions and views expressed dur-
ing the town meetings and policy options
available to ensure federal programs and enti-
tlements are available for future generations.

With a bipartisan two-thirds majority vote,
the commission will send to Congress a legis-
lative package to implement the commission
recommendations no later than 60 days after
the interim report. The administration and
Congress will have 60 additional days to de-
velop actuarially equivalent proposals to
achieve the same cost savings. Essentially, no
later than 10 months from the organization of
the commission, Congress would be required
to vote—up or down—on each proposal.

For example, if the interim report is deliv-
ered on January 1, then the commission’s leg-
islative package would be due by March 1 and
any alternative developed by Congress or the
Administration would have to be presented by
May 1.

All proposals must include a 50-year CBO
score in addition to disclosing any impact on
future federal liabilities. If more than one pro-
posal receives a majority, the one garnering
the greatest number of votes would prevail.

| have put in the legislation procedures for
expedited consideration of the commission’s
legislation to ensure that the Congress acts. |
do not want this to simply be another blue-rib-
bon commission whose findings end up on a
bookshelf somewhere only to collect dust and
never be acted upon.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to enact this legislation.

| also welcome a forthright national dia-
logue. Only by working together in a truly bi-
partisan manner will we be able to secure
America’s future economy.
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| believe most Americans will welcome it as
well, especially considering we all want what
is best for our children and grandchildren.

| will close with the cautionary words of
George Washington’s 1796 farewell address:

“We should avoid ungenerously throwing
upon posterity the burden of which we our-
selves ought to bear.”

—————

CALL TO ACTION FOR THE
CHILDREN OF KATRINA

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
enter into the RECORD “Witness for Justice
#269” entitled Invisible People, published May
22, 2006 by the United Church of Christ of
Cleveland, Ohio. The statement, one of a se-
ries of observations on the state of justice in
the U.S. today, eloquently written by Carl P.
Wallace, Executive Associate of this Church
on 700 Prospect Ave. in Cleveland, criticizes
the ineffectiveness of the current administra-
tion in contending with the devastating impacts
of Hurricane Katrina. Mr. Wallace warns us,
“Right before our eyes we are losing our chil-
dren” as they continue to remain invisible in
the eyes of the relief and aid workers in the
Gulf Coast. Katrina orphaned thousands of
children whose ordeal is prolonged due to in-
adequate health care, public education and
housing services. “One in three sheltered chil-
dren in the Gulf Coast region has some type
of chronic illness.” Almost none of them have
health care coverage. Highlighting the fact that
one-fourth to one-fifth of the children in Amer-
ica are growing up in poverty, Mr. Wallace
suggests, and | concur, that the 1.9 trillion dol-
lars of tax cuts would be better employed to
provide health care for 9 million uninsured
children and mitigate child poverty.

| also join Mr. Wallace in questioning the
reason behind this invisibility of our children.
Are they invisible because “they do not vote,
lobby or pay taxes?” Is it acceptable to allow
these children to be neglected, even abused?
What happened to compassion and human
kindness? Mr. Wallace ends on the hopeful
note that through prayer and action “the invis-
ible can be made visible.” The Children’s De-
fense fund has already released a “Call to Ac-
tion for Katrina’s Children,” that focuses on
providing immediate health and health serv-
ices and quality public education, as well as,
creating an enduring support base for such
endeavors.

| join Mr. Wallace in all his concerns and
call upon my colleagues in the Congress to al-
leviate the suffering of children affected by
Hurricane Katrina.

[From Witness for Justice #269,
May 22, 2006.]
INVISIBLE PEOPLE
(By Carl P. Wallace)

Ever wonder what it would be like to be in-
visible? You could go around and nobody
would see you. Nobody would know you ex-
isted. Do you remember playing hide and
seek? Wow. If you were invisible you could
always win the game because no one would
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be able to find you. ‘“‘Ollie Ollie ump fee. I'm
coming to find you.” What a game. Those
who could hide the best always won the
game. It was great being invisible until you
discovered that if no one cared to find you,
you really did not win. Regrettably, there is
a similar game being played in the Gulf
Coast. Our children appear to be invisible.
But it is no game. It is a situation of life and
death. And right before our eyes we are wit-
nessing the most devastating reality of what
it means to be invisible in the richest coun-
try in the world. Right before our eyes we
are losing our children.

We are literally losing our children due to
the lack of adequate health care, public edu-
cation and housing. There are over 125,000
displaced families in the Gulf Coast. In a Red
Cross shelter north of Birmingham, Alabama
there are over 2,000 children who have lost
their parents. In a FEMA trailer park out-
side of Baton Rouge 700 of the 1,670 residents
are children. In the richest nation in the
world one-fifth to one-fourth of our children
are growing up in poverty. Of the 1.9 trillion
dollars of tax cuts, which will give the rich-
est 1 percent of all tax payers $57 billion each
year, we could instead provide health care
for all 9 million uninsured children and end
child poverty in America. Wow! Centuries
ago Jesus said, ‘‘Let the little children come
to me, and do nothing to hinder them, for
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.” (Matthew 19:14). Maybe we missed
Jesus’ request.

Sometimes I wonder where our priorities
are. A wise man once said: ‘“Where your
heart is there also is your treasure.”” Are our
children our treasure? It is extremely painful
to note that one-in-three sheltered children
in the Gulf Coast region has some type of
chronic illness. Are our children our treas-
ure? In the Gulf Coast region one-half of the
children who had some level of health cov-
erage do not have any now. Are our children
our treasure? Did the need for health care
coverage just disappear? Have a heart. I
guess invisible people don’t need health care.

Let’s think about it. Perhaps our children
are invisible because they do not vote, lobby
or pay taxes. Let’s think about another
point. Can you imagine what it must be like
to be undocumented and in this situation? Is
there such a thing as double invisibility?

The Children’s Defense fund released a
““Call to Action for Katrina’s Children.” It
calls in part for: immediate emergency men-
tal health and health services for children
and their families; quality public education
and after-school and summer education; as
much attention focused on constructing lev-
ees of support for strong health care, family
and public education as they will for the con-
struction of the physical levies that will hold
back the water in future storms; and, prayer
for Katrina children and families and for
leaders who work for justice. Prayer and ac-
tion will make a difference. Our children
must be made visible.

Maybe, just maybe, if we lift our voices to
make their needs known our children will
not disappear right before our eyes. Maybe,
just maybe if we take action we will not lose
the least of these. Maybe, just maybe we will
find our treasure. The invisible can be made
visible.

‘“Ollie, Ollie ump fee. We’re coming to find
you!”
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URGING TOLERANCE AND
PEACEFUL CHANGE

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2006

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to ex-
press concern about the sharp rise in hate
crimes and racial intolerance, and to urge ac-
ceptance in our Nation.

A recent report from the Southern Poverty
Law Center stated that there were 803 hate
groups in the USA last year. This is up from
762 in 2004 and is a 33 percent increase
since 2000. The Center’s report stated the na-
tional debate that has focused on immigration
has been “the single most important factor” in
spurring activity among hate groups and has
given them “an issue with real resonance.”

Hundreds of thousands of people marched
peacefully throughout the Nation to give a
voice for immigrants in this country. Half a mil-
lion in Los Angeles, 300,000 people in Chi-
cago, 40,000 in Washington, DC, and 20,000
in Milwaukee and Phoenix marched to defend
the hopes and dreams of immigrant families.
Nearly 40,000 students across Southern Cali-
fornia, including students at several schools in
my district, marched for the rights of immi-
grants.

Those who marched did so peacefully. | en-
courage everyone to remember the great his-
tory of change driven by nonviolent action,
which is such a vibrant part of our Nation’s
fabric. Everyone is entitled to their own opin-
ion, but | urge that such expression be done
in a peaceful and non-threatening manner.

———

AMENDING TITLE 49, UNITED
STATES CODE

SPEECH OF

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2006

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | strongly support
putting a stop to the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration’s abusive and dishonest tactics in ne-
gotiating a new contract with the nation’s air
traffic controllers.

Under an unprecedented interpretation of
current law, the FAA is claiming the ability to
declare an impasse in negotiations and im-
pose its terms. But such a unilateral action is
patently wrong and unfair. It's long past time
for Congress to return the parties to an equal
footing and get them back to the negotiating
table.

| hope that my vote for H.R. 5449 will send
a strong message. The agency ought to cease
misrepresenting controllers’ salaries. If, as the
FAA claims, salaries are truly exorbitant, then
the agency shouldn’t hesitate to enter binding
arbitration. The FAA’s desire to avoid arbitra-
tion speaks volumes about the weakness of its
arguments.

Working under incredibly stressful and dif-
ficult conditions, air traffic controllers protect
the safety of millions of Americans. | hope the
FAA will follow Congress’ lead in affording
them the respect they deserve.
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